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SUB J : US/ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS 
REF: STATE 102360, STATE 283832 (1974) 

1. IN ACCORDANCE REFTELS, DCM AND ECON COUNSELOR IN 
LOW-KEY APPROACH MAY 8 REITEREATED TO MON JAMALUDDIN. 
SECGEN FOR ASEAN, US WILLINGNESS TO CONSULT WITH ASEAN 
ON ECONOMIC MATTERS IF ASEAN INTERESTED IN DOING SO. 
JAMALUDDIN STATED THAT ASEAN MEMBERS EARLIER HAD FELT 
THAT IN PRINCIPLE, ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS WITH US WOULD 
HAVE BEEN USEFUL BUT THAT IN VIEW EXCLUSION OF INDONESIA 
FROM GSP BENEFITS IT HAD BEEN CONSIDERED PREFERABLE TO 
DELAY. IN CASE OF MALAYSIA, MFA HAD REQUESTED MINISTRY 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY FOR ANALYSIS OF AREAS (INCLUDING 
TRADE ACT) IN WHICH CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE USEFU 
BN BUT 

HAS NOT YET RECEIVED REPLY (AND FROM TONE, WE DOUBT 
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CONSULTATIONS NOT ON AGENDA OF UPCOMING MINISTERIAL MEETING 
IN KL AND NOTED THAT BY THIS SUMMER ASEAN SECRETARIAT 
SHOULD BE FUNCTIONING IN JAKARTA AND THAT STAFF WOULD 
INCLUDE A PERSON WHO WOULD BE FOCAL POINT FOR ECONOMIC 
MATTERS. IN THIS REGARD. HE NOTED THAT THAI NOTE DID 
NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT ASEAN VIEWS RE PROPER CHANNEL OF 
COMMUNICATIONS. IN COURSE OF DISCUSSION, INCLUDING 
STATUS OF GREEN AMENDMENT, EVIDENT THAT SIGNIFICATN 
MOVEMENT ON CONSULTATIONS ON ECONOMIC MATTERS NMO LIKELY 
FOR "SEVERAL MONTHS." QUESTION OF US/PHILIPPINE BI- 
LATERAL TALKS DID NOT COME UP. 

2. RE KL MINISTERIAL MEETING, JAMALUDDIN STATED THAT 
AGENDA CONSISTED OF SEVERAL "NOT TOO IMPORTANT" ITEMS 
AND THAT REAL SUBSTANCE OF MEETING WOULD BE INFORMAL 
DISCUSSION BY MINISTERS ON INDOCHINA AND SEA. JAMALUDDIN 
STATED THAT PM, WHO ALSO HOLDS FOREIGN AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO, 
INTENDS TO PARTICIPATE, ACCOMPANIED BY "ONE OR TWO MIN 
ISTERS." 

3. COMMENT. OUR EVALUATION OF REAL ASEAN ATTITUDE TO- 
WARD ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS WITH US IS THAT, WHILE THERE 
WAS MILD, GENERAL INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING A DILOGUE 

(IN THE CASE OF MALAYSIA, PROBABLY CONDITIONED ON 
WHETHER THEY CONCLUDE THAT THERE ARE, IN FACT, SPECIFIC 
ITEMS THAT COULD BE USEFULLY DISCUSSED), THEY ARE CUR- 
RENTLY PREOCCUPIED BY INDOCHINA. THE SUBJECT IS BY NO 
MEANS DEAD, BUT ANY MOVEMENT WILL AWAIT ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A SECRETARIAT WHICH IS EXPECTED TO FOLLOW MEETING. 
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